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| Will now comply with 1 your Regwell, A give as cir- 
| cumſtantial an Account of the Alterations in our Hand, 

ſince it has been in the Poſſeſſion of the Færaab, as the 
few Obſervations I have made will admit of, and this I fhall 
do with the ſtricteſt Regard to Impartiality. And firſt, I will 
give a ſmall Sketch of our late Maſters; when Mr. 2 —2 


was Governor, the Gentleneſs of his Adminiſtration gave us 


a very favourable Opinion of the E * *; his Troops obſerved 
an exact Diſcipline, they were ſe verely puniſhed upon the leaſt 
Complaint of Miſbehaviour to the Iſlanders, and to keep thein 
from Idleneſs, they were conſtantly employed in widening and 
repearing the Roads, or clearing of Ground. But alter this 
Gentleman's Deceaſe, we had no great Cauſe to boaſt; the 
Troops ſoon became indolent and inſolent, inſomuch 3 
poor Native dare not make Complaint for fear of © having his 
Brains knocked out, by the Comrades of him or them who did 
the Injury; the petty Officers have gone 10 far, as to threaten 


ſons to apply too for Redreſs; this I grant, but our Accefs to 
the Governor was only to be gained by their Leave; it was 4 
conſtant Practice with them' to enquire our Buſineſs, | Which 
they were no ſooner acquainted with, than they ufutped- the 
Magiſterial Authority themſelves, telling us, the Goyernor was 
buly ; that if he came to the Knowledge of our: "Complain, _ 
he would certainly puniſh us; and this they have often don 

without making the leaſt Inquiry into the Merits of the Cauſe, - 


by which Means the * Governors have been deceived in three 


Things, viz. The Behaviour of their Army, the Conduit of 
the Officers about their Perſons, and the Diſpoſition of the 
Minds of 'the People towards chem; perhaps there is not a grea- _ 
ter mente in » am 8 ſuffering Him- 


4 * 1 am . n 8 1 3 would have ede 
Grievances, i 1 12 Peop le had Permitted us, to Jay, them before Rm. 


3 * 


them with corporal Puniſfiment for prefutning! to complain: 
Perhaps you will fay the petty Officers were not proper Per- 
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car? to be difficult of Acceſs : Vet, ad this * 
ing Miſmanagement, I have heard theſe People ſpeak wit 
Raptures of the Excellency of their Laws, from 8 75 I have 


concluded; that either they mult be miſtaken, or the World is 


but miſerably ruled. If the Nation in general reſemble thoſe 
I have converſed with, they are a vain, ſelf-opiniated, empty 


People, priding themſelves in the Poſſeſſion of many good 
Qualities, to which they are entire Strangers: This Character 
may appear too ſevere at firſt Sight, as the Annals of Europe 


give us a different Idea of them, but there you only read what 
they have been formerly, not what they are at preſent, they 
- are degenerated within theſe few Years from a brave, to a 


trifling infignificant People; and this is eaſily accounted for. 
Th ole who have the Reins of. j Gegernment in their mende in- 


p $&# £ 


upon the whole it appears to me very plain, no N ation ever 
was in greater want of a proper Syſtem in the practical Part 


of Governing than theirs; their Laws ſtand for Cyphers, whilſt 


the Makers of them, "kc I think they , 


and the Magiſtrates, whoſe Buſineſs 1 is to put, them i in + 
tion, will ule. various Methods, to evade and break them when 


it claſhes with their private Intereſts; and certainly, if their 


Law- makers and Magiſtrates in general know better or more 
of the Theory of Governing than thoſe of other Nations, and 
act worſe, they deſerve to be treated with the greater Con- 


8 Would it not provoke one, to hear theſe People abuſe 
e FA 


h in a moſt ſcurrilous Manner, accuſing them of 
| Treachery, and every. er hing which their Malice can invent, 
for exerting themſelves in the Practice of what may render them 
l Great and Opulent; all Europe t thinks them their Superiors no ; 
Have they not a better 8yſtem of Politicks? Their Succeſs ſays 
yes: Is not their Trade increaſing, whilſt the E Care 
= _ dwindling into a state of Indolence ? They boaſt of what they 
„ baye been, looking backward, whilſt the F244) are puſh- 
dia forward, and pleaſing themſelves with what they will be. 
F Benefit can a 7985 receive by thinking he was once in 
Power, he once poſſeſſed Wealth, if his preſent State is indi- 
rei certainly more commendable to make his unhappy | 
W en a tufficient Motive or p. * forward, and frying 5 


we, 

1 

958. 

72 
2 

a 

= 
3 


every laudable Method which may retrieve his Circumſtances; 7 

they will ſay the FAZþ do not act upon honourable Terms: ñĩ;. 

To this I anſwer, the very Proceedings which they contemn”  _=W 
would, if practiſed: by themſelves, receive the Appellations: of _—_— 
Wiſdom, Bravery, Sc. Not many Years ago they had an 


I 8 1 7 "02 4 . 
e 


A who invited a Span Commander on Board: big. > 3 | : ; 
Ship, entertained him in a friendly Manner, and in a few Mi- 9 


nutes after his Return fell upon his whole Fleet, quite unpre- 1 
pared for an Engagement, and demoliſhed the greateſt Part 4 
of it; this Action, tho' to the laſt Degree baſe and treacher- EDS ER 

ous, met with the higheſt En and the wg A——l 
was Enobled. | 5 

I am told they have the 8 of cleviog: or chuſing their - 

| own Law-makers; notwithſtanding which, the Man, whoſe 

. Character, both in public and private Life i is bad, ftands as 
good a Chance of being elected into this Office, provided 

he has Wealth, as a Perſon who in all his Actions has approv- 

ed himſelf a ſtanch: Friend and Well-wälher to his Country; 

nap, the latter has frequently been turned out to make room 2 
* for the former; and this,” if there are no Deaths, they haune 

pe Privilege of doing every ſeven Years all over the King - = 
dom: But further, theſe People who are remarkably jealous 1 
of the leaſt Infringment of their Liberties, may be, and are _- 

generally won ever to that Candidate, who will give them 1 

Leave to get Drunk at his Expence. If a Man behaves with = 

the greateſt Integrity for a Series of Years in the Service of _— 

his Country, and happens to omit the moſt trifling Cuſtom, þ 

ſuch as a Treat, an Entertainment, or the like; all his real 
| Services are inſtantly forgot, his Electors determine to re- 

ject him the firſt Opportunity, and a Perſon who perhaps nei- 

ther values them nor his County, but would ſell both for a 

Trifle, is choſe in his room. A ſtrict Scrutiny into the Merits 1 

of a Candidate, is hardly ever heard of; they are fond © 

of the Shadow of Liberty, and in purſuing that loſe-the ub: 
| flance 3 they miſtake Phantoms for Realities ; let them haue 
the chuling their Repreſentatives and all is well: They never RE 

_ enquire into the Cauſes or future Effect of Bribery, they have _ "© "Eo = 

loſt the Art of Diſcerning; if you load them with Slavery, 
4 give it but the Name of Liberty, and they will fall proſtrate to „ 

receive the: Fetters: On the roo; aa Et wy as wn 3 — 

«76 8 they. ©. 


£63: 


=} 8 ; "7 | hey will * great Indecencies againſt the Legiſlature before 


they know the Nature of their Wrongs. The mentioning 
Bribery brings to my Mind the following, which was related 

to me by one of their Countrymen: Some Time ſince there 
was by Death a Vacancy in the Law-makers Aſſembly, for 
Which there was two Candidates; one of them ſent * two 
Pieces of Gold, called Guineas, to a Poor Man who dwelt in 
the Metropolis (which was two Days Journey from the Place 


of Election) for his Vote, and paid his travelling Expences be- 


ſides; the Conſequence of which was, the poor Wretch, eleva- 
ted with the Poſſeſſion of fo much Wealth, drank to Exceſs 
and died before he reached his Habitation. So that this Man 
ſold his Vote for Gold, becauſe'it would enable him to ſatisfy 
a beaſtly Appetite; they bellow out for Liberty, as the greateſt 
Bleſſing they can enjoy, and yet part with it for a moſt * 
and inſignificant Conſideration. 


I have heen told, that an Election has 3 a Candidate Gon 


or eight hundred Pounds; how the Nation can expect their 


Intereſt will be conſulted by ſuch an Aſſembly I can't con- 


ceive; they buy the People, and they have an undou zed 


; Right to fell them. I dare fay, theſe Monopoliſers of 
I lay out their Money to great Advantage, for the: 


4h are always open to ſuch Members as are Oppoſers of 
the M "+ aols and to fall theſe | I 
by heavy Taxes miſcradly mpoverthed, but fome ph 
| — are immraſurably 3 . 
As for their ——, he pleaſes the 1 Sort a n Pesp Jet 
1] 2 enough, iy thoſewho have the Art of diſcerning defpile 
as a 
he is of in Selk unſettled Diſpoſition ;- that thoſe .who are 
his Favourites one Month, are often Objeas: of his Contempt 


the next; er e ml n once of Merit, that he is afraid 


to akt in the moſt trifling and infignificant Affairs, without the 
Conſent of a Parcel of Pe Men, who are continually ho- 
5 about his PewWen; that he never eee _ 
3 to the Support of the Ws, tho his private ( 

are full; that he never did a public-ſpirited ee. in his 


ie, tho' he has had more e Opportmities than his Predeceſſors, N 
— granted than ever was known be- 
deore. But all i in general give him the Character of an Om . 
WE Ne n 48 = * ' Six nn given fora Vote. NI . 40 2652 


. M having greater 8 


3377 Rn DEATH, APES 
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; They ſay he is a Man ol no Reſolution, that 


< 2 bs 


bY 
. 
a 


Miki To- och; the 
and Pe 


Maſters took an exact 8 


 commodious one is building. 
which Mabon is erected, they have 


but are already convinced of our Miſtake; 


Thr 


it Behaviour of bid — m 
e ſeems to indicate a total Ceſſation of all thoſe 
Qualities which- rendered chem once a reſpeRtable and 8 
_ Nation, | 
But I ſhall leave this Subject and come ta that intended, 
which was a particular Account of the Alterations made in this 


Iſland fince it has been in the 


oſſeſſion of the Fb. A- 


A Garriſon embark'd, our new 


of the Poor were immediately taken into Pay, at ſo much per 


zoe as long as they leaſed to work, in reparing the Da- 


done to the Out-works by the Siege, which is now com- 
na and ſeveral new Additions and Alterations are making. 


There was formerly a Wall round this Fortreſs, which has been 
neglected many Years; in ſeveral Places it is divided by Build- 


ings, that have extended a conſiderable Way into the Suburbs, 


but a great Part of theſe Building s will be thrown down and 
the Wall repaired; the Courts > Juſtice will be removed to 


* Ciudade/la. The Palace of the late Governors, which i is a 
wide irregular Building, is turning into; a Barrack, and a more 
At the Foot. of the Hill, on 
begun a Pry- dock; this 
was much wanted, as . heaving-down, the Method hitherto 
uſed, was attended with. great Trouble, and proved prejudicial 


to the Ships: To execute this Work they have brought over 


ſeveral Hands from Toulon; we always thought it impracticable, 


gun to raiſe two additional Baſtions, 4 are to 8 fur- 


ther than the old ones. The Ditch that ſurrounds the whole 


is to be deepen'd, and the Stone which will come from thence 


s to be employ d: in the additional Out- works already mention- 
ed. Tbere are a conſiderable Number of large Cannon added 
to thoſe mounted towards the Harbour's Mouth. Charles Fort, 


which ſtands 8. E. of the Caftle, and has been neglected ma- 


ny Years, will be entirely levelled, and a new one built upon a 
different Plan. They have alſo begun to deſtroy ſome dem 
Works, erected between the Queen's Redout pd the | 
| bour, hecaule they are quite uſeleſs: The E | 
 nbove ſeven or wn fe hundred Men on Duty at once 

the F EA 1 


3 


þ will, by theſe Alterations and Additis 


* c en the 81 ON 1 0 nd. | 22 EX 


y of the Harbors, Caſtle of St. 
Phillips, and the Iſland in general: A confiderable Number 


they have j juſt be- 


EEE” * 4 
N 6 


| lence: and Extravagance, unknown before the E 
amongſt us, but we begin now to open our Eyes, the Activity : 
and 1 > Fo of the F, has en us to o ler ourielves 


b in Aa Repr. 291 BY | 


itn 8'] 
full Wp fo at leaſt weve Hundred. They have now 
vards of four thouſand Men here, and thoſe are to be rein- 


del with five Hundred more, which is to be their ſtanding 


Force, add to theſe two thouſand Natives in the Ter mino of 


Mabon, who have declared they will take up Arms in the De- 
ſence of their preſent Maſters. This Place will in a few Years 
be quite inacceſſible, it is impoſſible for you to form an Idea of 


the Improvements they have made without you. were upon the 


Spot. Would not one conclude the E— was infatuated, 
to keep no more than two thouſand five hundred Men, in a 
a Place of Auvh,unſpeakable Uſe to them; when the 5, 


to whom it cannot be half ſo ſerviceable or important (as Toulon 
is ſo near) have almoſt doubled the Number. 


It is neceſſary to inform you why the Natives are ſo ſudden- 
ly attach'd to the T5. At St. Puig, in the Termino of 
Aaior, there is a Lead Mine, which has been long neglected 


for want of Encouragement and proper Workmen; a Fzx84+h 


Officer, whoſe Knowledge in Mining is very extenſive, has 


' taken great Pains to inſtruct thoſe who have a Property in it; 
by which Means it is rendered advantageous to them, and uſeful 


to the Iſland: Tho' at preſent we find Quarters for Part of the 
Trogps;. we ſhall, when the intended Barracks are finiſhed, get 
rid of this Burthen; we uſed to find the E——in"Oyl and 

Wood, but we are now paid for every Nelly at a fair ſet- 
tled Price. The Jurats, who are our civil Magiſtrates, have 
for many Years impoſed heavy and unreaſonable Taxes upon us; 
but by complaining to our preſent Governor, an Inquiry was 


immediately made into the Cauſe and Manner of levying thoſe 
Taxes, ae the Uſes to which the Money was applied; by this 


Means great Impoſitions were diſcovered, the Jurats were re- 
primanded, and many of the Taxes leſſened. We have been 
much cenſured for neglecting ſeveral Branches of Trade and 
Commerce, which might, if properly proſecuted, turn to our 


Advantage, by keeping Money at Home, now annually expend 
in the Importation of many Commodities, that may be as well 


manufactured here; we have indeed lived in a State of Indo 
came : 


= 3s 1757s Eire v1t9 afans ar Iam 2 gours. : 


